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What Went Wrong? 
 
 
In 49 AD emperor Tiberius kicked the Jewish community out of Rome because of 
serious disturbances in that community. There is a dangerous prophetic parallel to the 
storming of the Capitol in Washington DC on January 6.  The underlying problem in 
both was prophets and prophecies. 
 
The Roman historian Seutonius wrote the biography of Tiberius who was the emperor 
of Rome from 41 AD to 54 AD.  In the midst  of his history there is a small mention 
of an action that Tiberius had to take in 49 AD against the Jewish community in 
Rome....I quote: 
 
"Since the Jews constantly made disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus he 
expelled them from Rome".   
 
"Chrestus" is Latin for the Greek "Christos" which we say in English "Christ". 
Seutoneus did not elaborate on this disturbance and had no idea what the issue was or 
who this "Chrestus" was that was the cause of this disturbance in the capital but 
neither did Tiberius, all he decided was he had enough troublemaking among this lot 
and told them all to leave the city and sort their problems out. 
 
This was unusual because at this time Rome had a good relationship with its large 
Jewish community in the empire. Rome's policy to all the diverse cultures in its 
empire was the everyone could carry on with their gods and traditions...just don't 
disturb the peace.  The Jews were given special concessions from Rome that was the 
envy of others.  They did not have to work on their Sabbath.  They could collect taxes 
for the their temple in Jerusalem and Rome even assisted with security arrangement 
for the delivery to Jerusalem.  In Jerusalem there was a daily sacrifice made to the 
Jewish God for the emperor.  This was started by Augustus and his wife.  The Roman 
world was in fact intrigued by the unique Jewish God....only one God, only one 
temple, and no statues of this God who is unseen and rules over all. 
 
So what could have been the problem in the Jewish community of Rome in 49 AD 
that would cause such a public disturbance at the instigation of "Christus"?  Well if 
you go back to 33 AD and the record that Luke left in the book of Acts on the day of 
Pentecost there was an equal great disturbance in the city of Jerusalem.  Present at that 
disturbance were Jews from all over the Roman empire.  Luke makes reference 
among others to "strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes" present. (Acts 2:10). 
 
What happened was what we call the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and everyone 
speaking in tongues.  Crowds gathered from a crowded Jerusalem to witness this 



amazing event and that is where Peter stands up to deliver his famous sermon.  In the 
midst of his sermon he says this....   
Act 2:29  Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the 

patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is 
with us unto this day.  

Act 2:30  Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn 
with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the 
flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne;  

Act 2:36  Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God 
hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and 
Christ.  

 
After this rousing sermon more than 3000 people form all over the empire were 
converted to faith in Christ, baptized and went home rejoicing with good news.  By 49 
AD these returning Jews to Rome had been active in their local synagogues spreading 
the good news.  Which is what they heard in Jerusalem....a descendant of king David 
had been crucified as king of the Jews but the good news is that He died for our sins 
as a sacrifice and what is more He is alive in heaven but He is coming back to restore 
the throne and kingdom of David in Jerusalem from where He will rule over the 
nations as the prophets of Israel had prophesied the Messiah, the Christ, would do. 
 
You can see why this would cause enormous consternation in the Jewish community 
of Rome.  They had a peaceful co-existence with Rome. All this talk about "Chrestus" 
the Jewish Messiah who was a descendant of the mighty king David while at the same 
time "Son of God" rising from the dead and coming back soon to re-establish the 
throne and empire of David....that was dangerous sedition against imperial Rome.  
Tiberius was not interested in their theological squabbles but decided before this crazy 
talk goes too far seeing as this lot were making "proselytes" of Roman citizens he 
decided to kick the entire Jewish community out of Rome until all this wild talk calms 
down. 
 
Back in Antioch in 49 AD these alarming developments in Rome had filtered through 
to other Christian communities and Paul was appalled at the possible consequences. 
So in 49 AD he wrote his first of many epistles and he wrote it to the believers in 
Galatia.....to put a stop to these false teachings and prophecies spreading through the 
Christian communities.  And he starts his letter the  believers in Galatia with "Who 
has bewitched you oh foolish Galatians?" 
 
Now before I give you some background to the tragic consequences of false 
prophecies in the early New Testament church let me turn our attention back for a 
moment to Washington DC, January 6 invasion of the Capitol building and the 
Donald Trump prophetic saga.  I told you I see dangerous parallels between what is 
happening in our evangelical charismatic movement and prophecies and prophets and 
with the prophetic disaster that Paul was fighting in his day coming out of the mother 
church in Jerusalem. 
 
I said before that after the media mob gets done excoriating Donald Trump they are 
going to look around to see who actually was responsible for organizing over 100,000 
people to come to Washington DC to help stop the confirmation of Joe Biden as the 
next president. 
 



Well this last week the Washington Post found the main troublemakers.  Here is a 
portion of their report... 
 

For charismatic Christians, the Capitol riot and Trump's 
impeachment can't stop prophesies that say he will win 

Michelle Boorstein, The Washington Post 

Published 5:35 am CST, Thursday, January 14, 2021 
 

As lawmakers prepared to impeach Donald Trump for inciting a mob to attack the 
Capitol and D.C. readied for Joe Biden's inauguration, Cliff Dyrud wasn't focused 
on man-made actions. He was listening for the words of prophets. 

Five years ago, a prophetess Dyrud follows said she'd gotten a message that Donald 
Trump would be president and save Christian America. Trump would be "as 
fearless as a lion being robbed of its cubs," and cause the "tall and lofty 
mountains" of establishment types to fall, her prophesy went. 

And Dyrud, a 73-year-old missionary, saw her words come true. So last week, he 
brought his "Appeal to Heaven" flag from Fargo to D.C., and marched with 
thousands of other Christians: Christians who, like him, believe another dimension 
- high above the news frenzy - is in charge, a supernatural one where God reigns, 
and where Donald Trump has very clearly already been prophesied to serve a 
second term. 

Another prophet Dyrud follows has assured him that "Trump is still our president," 
and is facing a moment much like when Moses and the Israelites fled Egypt and 
were not able to cross the Red Sea until God parted the waters for them. God will do 
the something miraculous for Trump, too, Dyrud believes. 

Images and references to being on the march for Jesus were common at the 
massive Jan. 6 rally - and later, riot - including a segment of American Christianity 
that believes it has the power of prophecy. Some experts say charismatic, prophetic 
Christians who operate largely outside denominations make up U.S. religion's 
fastest-growing subset. In recent decades, millions have been increasingly seeking 
out these prophets and apostles on YouTube channels, in books, group prayer calls, 
via regular group text chats and at conferences where breakout groups practice 
faith healing and raising people from the dead. And nothing has focused this 
disparate, independent group like Donald Trump. 

While mainstream evangelical conservatives, including Trump's own evangelical 
advisors, didn't appear at the event, the day had been heavily promoted and covered 
by media and leaders of this charismatic, prophetic segment of Christianity. 

"I believe something dramatic is going to happen before Congress votes on those 
electors. Something very dramatic that will change the outcome of that vote ... the 



holy spirit will enter into this situation and it's going to be something very 
dramatic," televangelist Pat Robertson told his Christian Broadcasting Network 
audience Jan. 4, on the eve of two days of rallies in D.C. 

After the deadly Capitol siege, the prophesies continued - that Trump will remain in 
power. "Anyone who think this ends tonight is totally mistaken ... you are still the 
president and we need you to stay on the front lines, sir," prophet Mario Bramnick, 
one of Trump's faith advisors, said Jan. 7...... 

There is much more in the article but you get the idea. The disturbances in the capital 
Rome in 49 AD and the capital of America on 6th January 2021 were analyzed by the 
deep state of Rome and Washington and both came to the same conclusion...we have 
a problem here with prophets and prophecies. 
 
I want to give you a quick summary of the lonely battle that the apostle Paul faced 
when he preached what he called "my gospel" as opposed to the "gospel" coming out 
of the Jerusalem church.  I need you to take special note here because if you want to 
know "what happened to the prophets and the prophecies" then you need to 
understand the battle Paul was facing and the tragic consequences that led to the great 
battle of Armageddon in Jerusalem 70 AD....a direct result of New Testament 
Christians caught up in false prophets. 
 
And by the way. don't think that this was just Paul.  Jesus himself warned His 
disciples when they asked Him about His disciples when they wanted to know about 
the future of Jerusalem and the temple......He said "Let no man deceive you...." 
Because out of the church would come deception and false prophets. 
 
Paul made his first visit to Jerusalem to meet with the elders there in 44 AD.  He came 
with famine relief, financial help from the believers at Antioch.  This was after his 
dramatic conversion and years pent in the wilderness studying scripture and getting 
revelation from the Lord Jesus on what is the gospel message.  He did not get this 
from the apostles.  But he did go to Jerusalem to make sure with them he understands 
the gospel message. 
 
In 45-47 AD he sets out on his first missionary journey to southern Turkey or the 
region in those days called the province of Galatia to establish new church 
communities.  He returns to Antioch and the after becoming aware that the Jerusalem 
church had sent out missions to his churches in Galatia and were preaching what he 
called "another gospel" he wrote what we call the book of Galatians. 
 
In 50 AD the problems had become so great in the churches on the two different 
gospel presentations between what Paul was preaching and what the Jerusalem 
mother church was preaching that Paul went to Jerusalem for a second visit in 50 AD 
and where we have the great council meeting recalled by Luke in Acts 15.  The 
council gives letters to Paul saying Gentile believers do not have to follow Jewish 
customs but the Jerusalem church would concentrate on preaching to the Jews and 
Paul can concentrate on the Gentiles. 
 
In 51-53 AD Paul starts his second great missionary journey through western Turkey 
and Macedonia.  In Corinth he spends time with the church there and writes his 



epistles to the previous churches he visited in Thessalonica.  He then goes back to 
Ephesus where he spends several years establish a strong missionary base. 
 
In 54 AD something important happens.  Tiberius dies and Nero becomes emperor.  
Paul senses trouble is coming. So while on a quick second visit to Corinth he writes 
his great letter to the church in Rome.  Paul had never been to Rome but planned to go 
but before going he set out for them his great presentation of the "gospel".  And 
throughout it he spent considerable effort to sort out the problem of Jews and 
Gentiles.  But he warned them "not all those who call themselves Israel are Israel" 
(Rom 9:6) and furthermore he is not a Jew who is one outwardly (circumcision) but 
one who is circumcised in the heart.  But his special concern was also their 
relationship to the authorities in Rome. The great chapter 13....obey your rulers they 
are from God! Live peacefully with all men!  Don't get into conflict with this guy 
Nero!     
 
In 58 AD Paul goes to Jerusalem for his third and last visit.  All the prophecies are 
"don't go you will be imprisoned!".  The meeting with James the brother of Jesus who 
was also the leader of the church in Jerusalem and the rest of the elders was a disaster. 
The original apostolic leadership of the church had scattered all over the world to 
preach to all nations as Jesus commanded them. Only Peter was still in Jerusalem.  
But what was being preached there in that church and what was being practiced there 
was not anywhere near what Paul was preaching. 
 
In Acts 21 we read how James greets Paul with the glad news of "look how many 
thousands of Jews now worship with us and they are all zealous for the law".  In fact 
the persecution of the Christians by the Sanhedrin had stopped years ago already 
because James was an ardent teacher and keeper of the strict laws of Moses and the 
Pharisees or the Sadduccees could say nothing against this. 
 
But now I need to tell you something about James the brother of Jesus that is not 
recorded in the book of Acts but was soon revealed to Paul upon his arrival. The early 
church father Heggisippus had much to write about James and the church.  He tells us 
that James was such a holy man that he spent most of his days in the temple in prayer 
so much so that his knees had calluses like a  camel.  He was so revered by the people 
of Jerusalem that he was permitted to take on the garments of the High Priest and act 
as High Priest in the temple along with the government appointed High Priest. He 
further tells in his history and corroborated by other early writers that James was 
declared the first Bishop of Jerusalem.  On his death in 62 AD another family member 
of the Jesus family became bishop, Simeon the cousin of James and Jesus.  And upon 
Simeon's death the other brother of James and Jesus, Jude became bishop of 
Jerusalem. 
 
What in the world is going on in the church in Jerusalem?  Paul was made to go 
through a rite of temple purification by the church to cleanse him of contact with 
unclean Gentiles before he could worship with them in the temple!  The Jesus family 
had become a dynastic ruling family over the church.  What happened to Apostolic 
leadership? 
 
What happened? Well the eschatology of the Jerusalem church was simple:  Jesus the 
son of David would soon return to Jerusalem from out of heaven with an army of 



angels and would conquer the enemies of Israel (i.e. Rome) and would re-establish the 
Jewish nation and rule the world from Jerusalem.  For this to happen Jews must repent 
and keep the law, if Gentiles wanted to be part of this Jewish kingdom they needed to 
be circumcised and keep Mosaic law.  That is why the family of Jesus was so 
prominent in leadership.  It was the Davidic royal family getting the Jews ready for 
the coming king and kingdom. 
 
No wonder Jesus warned His disciples "Let no man deceive you for many will come 
in my name saying I am the Christ and shall deceive many".  The deception was that 
many would come in His name saying that Jesus is the Christ the Messiah who is 
coming back to Jerusalem to set up a restored Jewish kingdom!  That deception led 
directly to the rebellion of 66-70 AD when the Jews rose up against Rome fully 
expecting that the it was time for the prophecies of Daniel to be fulfilled, the King and 
the Kingdom must appear now is the time, so now is the time to make Israel great 
again. 
 
As for Paul, yes he was attacked by the temple mob in 58 AD accused of being a 
traitor to the Jewish people. He was sent to Caesaria to be transferred to Rome for a 
trial. He spent 2 years there waiting for trial date and got to witness to Felix, Festus, 
Agrippa the Roman leaders. In Rome in 60-62 AD he waited for trial before Nero and 
made his defense of the gospel.  He was released and Paul went to Spain and Gaul and 
Britain to preach.  By 68 AD he was arrested again along with Peter and executed by 
beheading for treason against Rome as part of the "Chrestus" uprising.  Which brings 
me to Nero.... 
 
In 64 AD a great fire wipes out a third of Rome.  Probably started by Nero because he 
had urban renewal plans ready immediately after the fire to rebuild Rome.  The senate 
and people were incensed and Nero knew he was in trouble and needed to find a 
scapegoat.  The easiest was to pick on the previous people causing trouble in 49 AD 
in Rome, the followers of "Chrestus" whose prophets were talking about their leader 
returning from the dead to set up a Jewish kingdom and defeat Rome.  The 
persecution of the Roman state against the Christians had begun.  Not against the 
Jews...the Christians.  Why?... false prophecies.  The disasters of over a million 
people in Jerusalem huddled there in 70 AD with a Roman army around them....what 
was the driver of the insurrection and the flight to Jerusalem for rescue?  False 
prophecies of the end times and the coming of Jesus the Messiah to set up a Jewish 
kingdom ruling from Jerusalem.  A million were slaughtered in that Great tribulation 
that Jesus warned about in Matthew 24....for "this generation". 
 
Paul had tried to warn the Galatians back in 49 AD.  In Gal.4 he clearly said old 
Jerusalem is finished! There is a new Jerusalem coming, a new Israel, a new 
covenant. 
 
What does this have to do with prophets and prophecies of Donald Trump?  I ask 
myself what is it about Donald Trump that makes him such an important prophetic 
figure for the American charismatic movement?  Here is what I hear..."Donald Trump 
is God's chosen "Cyrus" to support and protect Israel and to make America great 
again".  I think I have the essence of the idea right. 
 



What is the implication of this statement from a scriptural point of view?  The critical 
importance of Israel to the American evangelicals is that they believe that Jesus is 
coming back to Jerusalem to re-establish a Jewish kingdom from which He will rule 
the world and all the world will come to Jerusalem to serve the Lord. So Donald 
Trump in protecting and blessing |Israel and moving the American embassy to 
Jerusalem is doing God's great work to prepare the world for the return of Jesus 
Christ.  Further more God will use Donald Trump to make America great again in 
answer to our prayers "Lord heal our land" (2 Chron. 7:14).  Because obviously if you 
bless Israel God will bless Donald and America. 
 
By now it must be obvious that regardless of the many prayers and intercessions 
something seriously has gone wrong with the whole prophetic vision about Donald 
Trump.  Why?  Well this is the difficult part that I have never been able to convince 
my fellow evangelicals.... 
- There is no restored Jewish kingdom coming, the Kingdom has come. 
- There is no return of Jesus to Jerusalem coming, in fact scripture makes it plain as 
Jesus made it plain, God is finished with the old Jerusalem, He is building the New 
Jerusalem. 
- God has no plans to make America or any other nation great again He is making His 
kingdom great in all the earth. And you need to see the prophetic importance of the 
Covid pandemic in this light! 
- The means for healing the nations is not coming through politicians and political 
parties but coming through the New Jerusalem which is the Church from which flows 
the river of life and fruits of the Spirit to heal the nations. 
- The kingdom has been taken from the Jews and given to another nation (the church) 
who will bring forth the fruits of the Kingdom. That is what Jesus said and what 
evangelicals still refuse to believe, which is why they get deceived. 
- Jesus told the Jews your city and your temple is left desolate....Ichabod, the Lord has 
departed and He is building a new Jerusalem and new temple. 
So "standing with Israel or blessing Israel" is useless because it is the wrong Israel. 
Donald Trump is proof of that statement! 
 
That is why all the Donald Trump prophets and prophecies failed....because the Lord 
was not in it.  Because the it was part of what Paul described as "another gospel" a 
false gospel from false prophecies. 
 
These same "make Israel great again" prophecies of the Jerusalem church failed in 70 
AD and led to persecution and disaster.  These same prophecies have failed now in 
2021 and will lead to persecution and disaster for the American charismatics. 
 
It is time for the Church in the global south and especially here in Southern Africa to 
distance ourselves from the American influence and find our own prophetic destiny 
and hear our own prophets that the Lord is raising up in our churches.  
 
And as for Paul?  Well in his latter while waiting execution he writes to Timothy..."all 
the churches of Asia have left me" (2 Tim. 1:15) They all rejected "his gospel".  The 
deception of the churches in Asia where Paul had labored so many years all in the end 
rejected him.  The situation was so bad that the Lord Jesus Himself had to appear to 
John also in prison on the isle of Patmos and told him to write an admonishment to 
the churches in Asia....the Revelation.  But that is a tale for next week. 


